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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As time marches on, we continue with our efforts to educate both the public and various levels of 
governments concerning the real science behind climate change and the fallacies so often 
presented by the "warmers".  While we continue to be attacked and criticized, not on the basis of 
science or any factual information, but merely because who we are or who some people think we 
are and what we believe, our intentions are to maintain a professional level of integrity in exposing 
the truth. 

It is with extreme sadness that we must advise of the recent passing of one of our long standing 
directors, Giles Wilderman.  Giles was an extremely dedicated and hard working individual, having 
been fully involved in such things as organizing our annual luncheons, acting as secretary and 
operating our membership database.  We miss him dearly. 

Through our relatively new public relations efforts, our consultant has been quite active in 
submitting press releases and responding to numerous media articles.  Again, our intent is to 
present both sides to the public.  Our Facebook account is also a success, with a steadily 
increasing numbers of "likes".  We continue to request your input concerning the content of this 
important social media venue.  Likewise, we are still in need of volunteers from our membership to 
assist in various administrative functions, including social media, website operation, fund raising, 
marketing, communication, etc.  We would very much appreciate assistance in these and related 
areas. 

We must continue to understand and debate the science behind climate change, as well as to 
communicate the economic and political problems being created worldwide by those following the 
myths perpetrated by the IPCC.  On that subject, many of you are familiar with the recently 
published incredible book by investigative journalist and author Donna Laframboise, "The 
Delinquent Teenager Who Was Mistaken For The World's Top Climate Expert".  This is the first 
time we have seen such a detailed and factual exposé of this "delinquent teenage" political body 
posing as a scientific one.  She obviously spent an incredible amount of time and effort to 
investigate and reveal errors concerning many things, such as their deceptive peer review claims 
and outright mistruths coming from their chairman.  Donna Laframboise's accomplished 
dismemberment of that organization's pious and often unscientific alarmism is a must read.  We 
recommend you check out her website at http://nofrakkingconsensus.com/ 

Now the good news; Friends of Science will be holding their 9th Annual Luncheon on October 
17th, 2012, at the Metropolitan Conference Centre, 333 - 4th Avenue SW, Calgary.  Donna 
Laframboise will be our guest speaker.  We strongly encourage you to attend this luncheon.  You 
will have a great opportunity to hear firsthand if the IPCC is an unbiased, rigorously scientific body, 
as many assume, or is it run by eco-activists with a political agenda?  Donna will provide an 
exposé of corruption within the IPCC. Hear the shocking details of how you end up paying for 

http://nofrakkingconsensus.com/
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carbon taxes that only exist thanks to the lack of scientific method and debate at the highest 
levels. 
 
Tickets may be ordered from our website here. 
 
Thanks and hope to see you there. 
                                   
    Len Maier 
    President Friends of Science 
 

POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
 

Green Rent Seeking 
 

Rent seeking means trying to obtain “economic rent” (i.e., excess returns above normal levels that 
occur in competitive markets) by manipulating the social or political environment in which 
economic activities occur, rather than by creating new wealth.  As defined by economist Robert 
Tollison, “Rent seeking is the expenditure of resources to capture an artificially created transfer.” 
Rent seeking occurs in part because individuals and organizations can receive concentrated 
benefits through government action, while the costs are dispersed through the whole of society. 
 
When it comes to green rent seeking, or providing “green jobs,” the rent seekers do more than just 
increase their share of the wealth; they destroy it.  Research by Dr. Gabriel Calzada Álvarez of 
Rey Juan Carlos University in Spain [here] showed that for every green job created by taxpayer 
subsidy, another 2.2 jobs are lost in the real economy.  A paper, Green Jobs Myths [here] by 
researchers at the University of Illinois uncovers seven myths and realities associated with green 
jobs, and shows how special interest groups promote the idea of green jobs that will impoverish 
society. 
 
Ontario’s Green Energy Act, enacted in 2009, has created a rent seekers’ paradise.  Modelled on 
European legislation, it offers two kinds of feed-in tariffs: the FIT Program for projects over 10 kW 
and the microFIT program for projects 10 kW or less. The initial feed-in tariffs in August 2010 
ranged from 13.5 ¢/kWh for onshore wind to 80.2 ¢/kWh for rooftop solar, guaranteed for 20 years. 
These above-market rates are paid by all electricity consumers through a “global adjustment” that 
“provides both adequate supply and green energy” by accounting for “differences between the 
market price and rates paid to regulated and contracted generators.”  In 2012 through September 
the average global adjustment was 5.05 ¢/kWh. 
 
To promote the GEA, the Ontario government helped set up the Ontario Sustainable Energy 
Association by providing funding from its own agencies, such as the Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs, the Trillium Foundation, and the Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure.  On its 
website [here] OSEA boasts of pushing hard for feed-in tariffs that charge “premium prices” for 
renewable energy.  OSEA was a clever strategy on the part of the government, as its membership 
includes not only a few big wind developers and solar manufacturers (and not all of the ones doing 
business in Ontario), but many associations, community power groups and energy co-ops.  As a 

http://www.friendsofscience.org/assets/documents/FoS_Luncheon_2012.pdf
http://www.juandemariana.org/pdf/090327-employment-public-aid-renewable.pdf
http://www.instituteforenergyresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/morriss-green-jobs-myths.pdf
http://www.ontario-sea.org/Page.asp?PageID=751&SiteNodeID=203
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result, thousands of Ontarians have a stake in the GEA, making it difficult for a future government 
to dismantle. (A suggestion for winding down the mess: just pay developers enough to recover the 
costs of their investments, with no return on said investments. That way they can only complain 
about not getting the expected double-digit returns.) 
 
In March 2012, the Ontario Energy Board published an electricity price forecast for the period 
December 2011 to December 2016 [here] that shows large customers facing a five-year increase 
of 36% to 48%, while residential consumers will be hit with price increases of 46% to 58%.  This 
will be during a period when electricity prices in competing US jurisdictions will be falling, due to 
increasing supplies of cheap shale gas.  The implication is obvious: due to green rent seeking 
Ontario will become less competitive and relatively poorer. 
 
Another Canadian example of rent seeking is the $1.35 billion Quest carbon capture and storage 
project, sponsored by Shell Canada, with partners Chevron Corp. and Marathon Oil Corp.  The 
three partners will put up only $485 million of the cost, with the Alberta and federal governments 
contributing the rest.  The partners’ share will be reduced to $155 million through a two-for-one 
credit of the $15/tonne that Alberta charges large CO2 emitters.  Within a week of announcing 
Quest’s start, the president of Shell Canada was urging the federal and provincial governments to 
put a price on CO2 – in order to justify CCS.  Prior to the Quest announcement, another 
consortium of TransAlta Corp., Enbridge Inc. and Capital Power Corp. cancelled their $1.4 billion 
Pioneer CCS project, arguing that even with $779 million in promised subsidies, future 
government policy was too uncertain to make the project viable. 
 

Ian Cameron 
    Director, Friends of Science 
 

SCIENCE NEWS 
 

How the Sun Affects Climate 
 

There are many studies that show a high degree of correlation between solar magnetic activity 
and temperatures over thousands of years.  The evidence shows that solar activity explains 50% 
to 80% of the past climate change.  The IPCC ignores the overwhelming evidence of solar 
influences on climate. 
 
The total energy emitted by the Sun varies only a fraction of a percent, but the solar magnetic field 
has increased nine fold from 1890 to 1990.  About a century ago, it was found that the combined 
effect of axial precession, axial tilt and orbital eccentricity of the earth explains the occurrence and 
timing of the main Pleistocene Ice Ages. The length of the solar cycle, which averages about 11 
years, was shown in 1991 to be associated with climate.  
 
Dr. Svensmark's 2006 cloud chamber experiments indicated that cosmic rays (CR) act as a 
catalyst in making aerosols which can grow into cloud condensation nuclei.  Water vapour 
condenses on these particles forming clouds. This result was later confirmed by the CERN Cloud 
Experiment in Geneva in 2011.  The amount of cosmic rays received in the atmosphere would be 
effected by modulation of the CR flow by the solar wind (a stream of charged particles from the 

http://www.ontarioenergyboard.ca/OEB/_Documents/EB-2010-0377/CME_SUB_Ontario%20Elec%20Price%20Increase%20Forecast%202012.pdf
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Sun), thus varying cloud cover and surface temperature.  
 
A number of recent papers have shown that a 179 year cycle of the motion of the Sun around the 
solar system’s centre of gravity has a significant effect on climate.  This solar motion is governed 
by the orbits of the larger planets (Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune) around the Sun.  Some 
of the solar motion patterns correlate with the Wolf, Spörer, Maunder and Dalton phases of the 
Little Ice Age. 
 

The earthly length of day (LOD) measures 86,400 seconds and varies by about three milliseconds 
over the last five decades (graph).  It appears that the winter index of the North Atlantic Oscillation 
Index, of which the positive and negative phases relate closely to major weather patterns in the 
Atlantic area, correlates with the LOD variations. A 2010 study shows strong correlations between 
the amplitude of the semi-annual variation of the LOD and CR and sunspot numbers.  Changes in 
wind circulation will change the LOD. The correlations show the Sun can influence tropospheric 
zonal winds, so will also affect climate. 
 

 
 
 

Albert Jacobs reviews recent research that looks for the mechanisms by which solar forces affect 
climate. See his article “Natural Forces of a Changing Climate” here, which includes many linked 
references. 
 

Hotter in Hansen’s World due to Missing “Oceans” of Data 
 

James Hansen is responsible for NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies (GISS) temperature 
index that is widely used by alarmists to ‘prove’ global warming.  For the satellite era (since 1981) 
the temperature index generally uses surface weather stations for the land portion and satellite 
measured sea surface temperatures for the ocean portion of the index.  The GISS index greatly 
exaggerates the warming in the Arctic Ocean by replacing the satellite-based sea surface 
temperature measurements where there is seasonal sea ice with land temperatures.  The land 
temperatures are extrapolated over the oceans up to 1200 km from the surface weather stations. 
The GISS ocean-only warming trend in the Arctic, extrapolated from land measurements, is 35 
times greater than the satellite measured ocean warming trend. 

http://climexp.knmi.nl/ps2pdf.cgi?file=data/ilod_12.eps.gz
http://www.friendsofscience.org/index.php?id=600


 
 

 
Investigating the Science of Global Climate Change  Page 5 of 5 

 
Hansen’s trick of replacing measured sea surface temperatures with land measured temperatures 
in areas with seasonal sea ice caused a large warming bias in the global temperature trend. 
Climate scientist Bob Tisdale says, "They increased the trend of the global sea surface 
temperature anomalies from 0.088 degrees Celsius per decade to 0.125 degrees Celsius per 
decade or about 42%.” 
 
See our article here for graphs and further discussion. 
 

Climate Models for the Fifth IPCC Report are a Farce 
 

Dr. John Christy presented to the US Senate on August 1, 2012 a graph here showing the results 
from 34 climate models that will be used in the upcoming IPCC's fifth assessment report. The 
graph shows the individual model runs, the multi-model mean, and the land and satellite 
temperature observations.  Global temperatures as measured by satellites have increased by 0.2° 
Celsius from 1980 to 2010, but the climate models’ mean increase is 0.6° Celsius.  The model 
mean temperature increase is three times as high as the satellite observations so the forecasts 
are useless for making policy decisions.  The new climate model mean trend for the IPCC’s fifth 
report is the same as the climate model mean trend used in the IPCC’s fourth report.  The climate 
modeller ignored the fact that there has been no warming for 15 years.  They don’t even try to 
match the historical record.  See the “Computer Models Fail” section of our Climate Change 
Science essay here for further information.  

 
Ken Gregory 

    Director, Friends of Science 
 

DONATIONS 
 

To accomplish our educational goals we need financial help from our members. This debate 
matters, and it starts with you.   
 
Donations made directly to Friends of Science will provide us with funds for administrative 
expenses which are sorely needed in order to back up our volunteer work force and for other 
planned activities including luncheons and the sponsorships of high profile speakers to address 
student bodies and other gatherings. To make your contribution, please go to 
www.friendsofscience.org; click on DONATE in the upper right of the home page.  Alternately, 
donations may be mailed directly to us at the following address: 
  

Friends of Science   
P.O. Box 23167  
Connaught P.O. 
Calgary AB T2S 3B1  
Canada 
 
E-mail:   contact@friendsofscience.org        Websites:    www.friendsofscience.org                                                                                                                                        
         www.climatechange101.ca 
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